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Abstract 
Bearing in mind the fact that this year`s gay parade, considered not only a litmus test of Serbian institutions in applying and 
respecting democratic principles and rights of minority communities, but also a condition for a faster start of negotiations 
between Serbia and EU, for reasons of security was cancelled, the aim of this paper is to investigate how the Serbian daily press 
report about Gay Pride in Belgrade. It is the intention of the author to analyse texts about this issue – 63 in total, published from 
the 1st of September to the 30th of September 2013, in three daily newspapers: Večernje novosti (nontabloid) – 18 texts, Blic 
(semitabloid) – 24 texts and Kurir (tabloid) – 21 texts, according to a code list used for journalistic text analysis. All the texts 
were extracted from online archive of the abovementioned newspapers. Speaking of the abovementioned, the following aspects 
will be analysed: text lenght, journalistic genre, text authorship, cause of reporting, visual presentation, location, theme, subject, 
object, value context and headline. The attention will be placed on the question how the selected media present the event and 
what is similar and what is different in the topic that is being researched 
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1. Introduction  
Serbia – along with 5 other Western Balkans countries – was identified as a potential candidate for EU 
membership during the Thessaloniki European Council summit in 2003 
(http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/serbia/). 
In 2008, a European partnership for Serbia was adopted, setting out priorities for the country's membership 
application, and in 2009 it formally applied. In 2010, the process to ratify the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement began, and in March 2012 Serbia was granted EU candidate status (http://ec.europa.eu/ enlargement/ 
countries/ detailed-country-information /serbia/). 
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In that sense, several agreements ensure close collaboration with the EU. A European partnership with Serbia 
provides support to the Serbian authorities by identifying areas where further reforms are required, including human 
rights and rights of sexual minorities (http://eeas.europa.eu/serbia/). 
In 13 March 2009 the Serbian government resubmitted the draft anti-discrimination law for the consideration of 
the National Assembly of Serbia. Nearly two weeks later, on 26 March, the National Assembly voted by a narrow 
majority to adopt the anti-discrimination law, officially banning acts of discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, among other grounds (http://www.iglhrc.org/content/serbia-anti-discrimination-law-adopted). 
The reintroduction of the draft to the National Assembly’s consideration came as a result of domestic and 
international pressure to align the domestic law of Serbia with the standards of the European Union. 
The present version of the law, which flew in the face of opposition from conservative organizations and the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, includes prescriptions against the discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
Everyone shall have the right to declare his/her sexual orientation, and discriminatory treatment on account of such a 
declaration shall be forbidden (http://www.iglhrc.org/content/serbia-anti-discrimination-law-adopted). 
While many of the country’s residents feel that further steps need to be taken in order to ensure the law is put into 
practice, the passing of the law was a first step towards guaranteeing the legal protection of LGTB individuals in 
Serbia. Additionally, 2010 saw Boris Milićević, a gay rights activist, become Serbia’s first openly gay politician after 
his election to the board of the Socialist Party of Serbia (http://www.policymic.com/articles/14793/gay-pride-
parade-2012-a-chance-for-serbia-to-prove-to-europe-that-it-is-not-homophobic). 
Many, however, connect support for gay rights with political support for accession into the European Union. In 
April 2012, when the European Parliament adopted its annual progress reports for countries such as Turkey, Serbia, 
and Montenegro, one of the key points mentioned was that more progress needed to be made to promote LGTB 
rights (http://www.policymic.com/articles/14793/gay-pride-parade-2012-a-chance-for-serbia-to-prove-to-europe-that-it-is-not-homophobic). 
Those who support more pro-nationalist political parties that openly oppose Serbia’s accession into the EU – such as 
the Serbian Radical Party– also tend to oppose granting the LGTB community equal rights. Likewise, those who 
would like to see Serbia become a member of the EU, and who support political parties that are cooperative with the 
West, such as the Democratic Party, also tend to be more tolerant and to support the protection of LGTB and other 
minority rights (http://www.policymic.com/articles/14793/gay-pride-parade-2012-a-chance-for-serbia-to  prove-to-
europe-that-it-is-not-homophobic).  
The parades from the last several years have been marred with strife, and the 2009 and 2011 events were cancelled 
as police claimed to be incapable of defending participants from potential violence perpetrated by organized groups 
professing anti-gay sentiments. Many at the time considered the government’s banning of the event a cop-out on the 
part of the country’s politicians and security forces, and some even accused police officials of secretly supporting 
the stance of many of the country’s vocally anti-gay organizations (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-11507253). 
In 2010 anti-gay protesters have fought running battles with police in an effort to disrupt a Gay Pride march in 
Belgrade. Rioters threw petrol bombs and stones at armed police, who responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. 
The office of the ruling Democratic Party was briefly set on fire, and at least one shot was fired. Calm was 
eventually restored but more than 100 people, mostly police, were injured, with another 100 arrested 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-11507253). 
This year, Serbia's government banned a weekend gay pride march for the third consecutive year on Friday, 
citing the threat of violence from right-wing hooligans, in a move that sparked protests by gay activists and criticism 
from the European Union (http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/09/27/us-serbia-gaypride-idUSBRE98Q1A820130927).  
Denying that the government had given in to right-wing threats, Prime Minister Ivica Dačić said on state 
television that the ban on Saturday's event was a public safety matter. The last gay pride march in 2010 triggered a 
day of rioting and arson by nationalists in the capital Belgrade. "After a long discussion on whether the march would 
pass without severe consequences, the security assessments indicated severe threats to public safety," Dacic said. 
"This is not a capitulation to the hooligans" (http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/09/27/us-serbia-gaypride-
idUSBRE98Q1A820130927).  
Dačić also said that it is not a good thing that all this is being linked to the dates that are very important for 
Serbia’s path to the EU and that it turns out that someone is blackmailing Serbia. 
“I don’t believe this is a condition, Serbia works on much more serious and difficult matters and it cannot impose 
on the people who already have so many frustrations to easily accept something which is opposed by a majority in 
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society, all the churches…” said Dacic, adding that Pride Parades are not being held in all European countries 
(http://inserbia.info/news/2013/09/breaking-no-pride-parade-in-belgrade/). 
Despite all these, around 200 gay activists waving rainbow flags and banners that read "This is Pride" gathered 
outside Dačić's government office before walking to parliament flanked by riot police. They chanted "This is 
Serbia" and "We have pride" (http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/09/27/us-serbia-gaypride-
idUSBRE98Q1A820130927). Western ambassadors had pressured Serbia to allow this year's event to go ahead, as a 
litmus test of the Balkan country's commitment to tolerance and diversity. Also, the United States embassy issued a 
statement saying it was "very disappointed" by the ban and EU Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fule said it 
marked "a missed opportunity to show respect for fundamental human rights."(http://www.reuters.com/ 
article/2013/09/27/ us-serbia-gaypride-idUSBRE98Q1A820130927). Also, Council of Europe Secretary General 
Thorbjørn Jagland issued the following statement: “I am very disappointed by the Serbian Government’s decision to 
ban the Belgrade Pride once again. The fundamental rights of the Europeans to freedom of assembly and freedom of 
expression must be effectively guaranteed. LGBT minorities must not be discriminated in the exercise of their 
fundamental rights.  The case law of the European Court of Human Rights is clear in this 
regard.”(http://www.coe.org.rs/eng/news_sr_eng/?conid=2911). 
Belgrade Pride Organizing Committee member Goran Miletić believes that “this is a very bad news that has 
proven that basic human rights are not respected in Serbia. I do not understand why a group of citizens who wanted 
to peacefully walk through the city center disturbed someone so much. Serbia has also missed the opportunity to 
score some important and positive points in Europe, and therefore the citizens have suffered a loss. Everyone has, 
and only a handful of hooligans have gained something, because they have proved that for the third year in a row 
they can decide what can and what cannot be done in the country,” (http://inserbia.info/news/2013/09/breaking-no-
pride-parade-in-belgrade/). 
2. Research results 
Bearing in mind the fact that this year`s gay parade, considered not only a litmus test of Serbian institutions in 
respecting and applying democratic principles and rights of minority communities, but also a condition for a faster 
start of negotiations between Serbia and EU, for reasons of security was cancelled, the aim of this paper is to 
investigate how the Serbian daily press report about Gay Pride in Belgrade. It is the intention of the author to 
analyse texts about this issue – 63 in total, published from the 1st of September to the 30th of September 2013, in 
three daily newspapers: Večernje novosti (nontabloid) – 18 texts, Blic (semitabloid) – 24 texts and Kurir (tabloid) – 
21 texts, according to a code list used for journalistic text analysis. All the texts were extracted from online archive 
of the abovementioned newspapers. Speaking of the abovementioned, the following aspects will be analysed: text 
lenght, journalistic genre, text authorship, cause of reporting, visual presentation, location, theme, subject, object, 
value context and headline. The attention will be placed on the question how the selected media present the event 
and what is similar and what is different in the topic that is being researched. 
2.1. Text lenght  
This category takes into consideration the lenght of  journalistic text – if there is a short text (a few sentences), 
medium sized text (not longer than ⅓ of page), or a long text (half page or longer). 
Based on research results, it is shown that of 18 texts in Večernje novosti 4 (22,22%) are short, also 4 (22,22%) 
are medium sized and most texts - 10 (55,56%) are long. In Blic of 24 texts 12 (50%) are short, 6 (25%) are medium 
sized, also 6 texts (25%) are long. In Kurir of 21 texts 10 (47,61%) are long , 8 (38,09%) are medium sized and 3 
texts (14,28%) are short. 
2.2. Journalistic genre 
In all three daily newspapers, the most frequent jorurnalistic genre is report - 10 (55,56%) in Večernje novosti, 9 
(37,5%) in Blic, 9 (42,85%) in Kurir. Aside from reports, there are 5 news (27,77%) and 3 articles (16,66%) in 
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Večernje novosti, 8 news (33,33%), 6 articles (25%) and 1 interview (4,16%) in Blic, 5 news (23,81%), 3 articles 
(14,28%), 3 comments (14,28%) and 1 interview (4,77%) in Kurir. 
2.3. Text authorship 
In all three newspapers, analysed texts are mostly taken from a news agency – 12 texts (66,66%) in Večernje 
novosti, 14 texts (58,33%) in Blic, 12 texts (57,14%) in Kurir. 4 texts (22,22%) in Večernje novosti are signed by the 
author (full name and surname), 1 text (5,55%) is signed by auhor`s initials, 1 text (5,55%) has no author. In Blic 
there are 3 texts (12,5%) signed by author`s intials, 2 texts (8,33%) signed by Editorial Board of the newspaper, also 
2 texts (8,33%) taken form another mass-media, 1 text (4,16%) signed by author`s full name and surname and 1 text 
(4,16%) without author. In Kurir there are 6 texts (28,57%) signed by author`s full name and surname and 3 texts 
(14,28%) taken from another media. 
2.4. Cause of reporting 
As for the cause of reporting, the analyse showed that all three newspapers every time reported about actual 
events – 18 times (100%) in Večernje novosti, 24 times (100%) in Blic, 21 time (100%) in Kurir. 
2.5. Visual presentation 
In all three newspapers, texts are always followed by photo – 18 times (100%) in Večernje novosti, 24 times 
(100%) in Blic, 21 time (100%) in Kurir. 
2.5. Location 
In Večernje novosti the most frequent location is Serbia (Begrade) – 17 times (94,45%) and Montengro 
(Podgorica) – 1 time (5,55%). Serbia (Belgrade) is the most frequent location in Blic – 22 times (91,67%) and Kurir 
– 18 times (85,71%). Also there is Montenegro (Podgorica) in Blic – 2 times (8,33%), Croatia – 1 (4,77%) and 
Sweden (Stockholm) – 1 (4,77%) in Kurir. 
2.6. Theme 
The main theme in all three daily newspapers is Gay Pride - 18 times (100%) in Večernje novosti, 24 times 
(100%) in Blic, 21 time (100%) in Kurir. 
2.7. Subject – who is speaking? 
There are the following subjects speaking in Večernje novosti: 
x representatives of state bodies – 8 (28,58%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, Vice President of the 
Government of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić, the president of the Serbian Assembly's Committee for Human Rights 
Meho Omerović; 
x representatives of EU institutions – 5 (17,85%): the Head of the OSCE Mission to Serbia Peter Burkhard, the 
president of the European Parliament Martin Schulz, the president of the European Council Thorbjorn Jagland, 
EU Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy Stefan Füle, Rapporteur of the European 
Parliament for Serbia Jelko Kacin; 
x representatives of political parties – 4 (14,29%): president of the Human Rights Resort of the Democratic Party 
Miloš Đajić, president of the New Party Zoran Živković, president of the Party of Serbian Unity Dragan 
Marković Palma, president of the Liberal Democratic Party Čedomir Jovanović; 
x NGOs – 3 (10,71%): the Dveri Movement, the LGBT Rights Organizations; 
x representatives of  LGBT population – 2 (7,14%): organizers of the Pride; 
x EU institutions –  1 (3,57%): European Council; 
x state bodies of other countries – 1 (3,57%): US Embassy in Belgrade; 
x representatives of state bodies of other countries – 1 (3,57%): Minister for European Union Affairs in the 
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 Swedish government Brigitta Ohlsson; 
x representatives of NGOs – 1 (3,57%): director of the Centre for Queer Studies Dušan Maljković; 
x public figures – 1 (3,57%): playwright Biljana Srbljanović; 
x someone else – 1 (3,57%): hooligans. 
 
 
 
Chart 1. Večernje novosti - subject 
 
The following subjects are speaking in Blic: 
x representatives of state bodies – 6 (20,69%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, Vice President of the 
Government of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić, Minister for European integration Branko Ružić, Director of the 
Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies Jelena Milić; 
x representatives of EU institutions – 3 (10,34%): EU Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy 
Stefan Füle, European Commissioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malmström, Rapporteur of the European 
Parliament for Serbia Jelko Kacin; 
x representatives of state bodies of other countries – 3 (10,34%): Minister for European Union Affairs in the 
Swedish government Brigitta Ohlsson; 
x NGOs - 3 (10,34%): the Dveri Movement, the LGBT Rights Organizations; 
x EU institutions – 2 (6,89%): European Council; 
x state bodies - 2 (6,89%): the Serbian Police; 
x state bodies of other countries – 2 (6,89%): US Embassy in Belgrade; 
x representatives of  LGBT population - 2 (6,89%): organizers of the Pride; 
x representatives of political parties – 2 (6,89%): president of the Party of Serbian Unity 
Dragan Marković Palma, president of the Liberal Democratic Party Čedomir Jovanović; 
x political parties – 1 (3,44%): Socialist Party youth; 
x representatives of church – 1 (3,44%): Metropolitan Amfilohije of Montenegro; 
x citizens – 1 (3,44%): citizens of Podgorica; 
x public figures – 1 (3,44%): playwright Biljana Srbljanović. 
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Chart 2. Blic – subject 
 
The following subjects are speaking in Kurir: 
x representatives of state bodies – 6 (18,18%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, Vice President of the 
Government of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić, Minister of Foreign and Internal Trade and Telecommunications Rasim 
Ljajić, Minister oh Health Slavica Đukić Dejanović, Serbian Commissioner for the Protection of Equality Nevena 
Petrušić; 
x EU representatives – 4 (12,12%): EU Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy Stefan Füle, 
Head of the EU Delegation to Serbia Michael Davenport, Rapporteur of the European Parliament for Serbia 
Jelko Kacin; 
x state bodies – 3 (9,09%): the Serbian Police; 
x representatives of political parties – 3 (9,09%): president of the Party of Serbian Unity Dragan Marković Palma, 
ex Vice President of Democratic Party Jelena Trivan, Nevena Adžemović, deputy; 
x NGOs – 3 (9,09%): the Dveri Movement, the LGBT Rights Organizations; 
x mass-media – 3 (9,09%): Reuters, Associated Press, journalist of the Editorial Board of „Kurir”; 
x international organizations – 2 (6,06%): UN, Justitia Pax Veritas; 
x citizens – 2 (6,06%): citizens of Croatia and Sweden; 
x representatives of state bodies of other countries – 1 (3,03%): Ambassadors of European countries in Belgrad; 
x political parties – 1 (3,03%): Social Democratic Party youth; 
x representatives of church – 1 (3,03%): patriarch Irinej; 
x experts – 1 (3,03%): military analyst Miroslav Lazanski; 
x public figures – 1 (3,03%): theatrologist Jovan Ćirilov; 
x representatives of  LGBT population – 1 (3,03%): representative of the Gay Straight Alliance Predrag 
Azdejković; 
x someone else – 1 (3,03%): extremists. 
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Chart 3. Kurir - subject 
 
2.8.  Object – of whom is spoken? 
There are the following objects in Večernje novosti: 
x LGBT population as such – 8 (36,36%); 
x state bodies – 6 (27,27%): Government of Serbia; 
x representatives of  LGBT population – 2 (9,09%): organizers of the Pride; 
x representatives of state bodies – 2 (9,09%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, Minister for European 
integration Branko Ružić; 
x EU institutions – 1 (4,54%): European Council; 
x state bodies of other countries – 1 (4,54%): embassies of European countries in Belgrade; 
x object is not mentioned – 2 (9,09%). 
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Chart 4. Večernje novosti - object 
 
There are the following objects in Blic: 
x LGBT population as such – 9 (37,5%); 
x state bodies - 7 (29,16%): Government of Serbia, Security Service Coordination Bureau; 
x representatives of state bodies – 2 (8,33%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, Minister for European 
integration Branko Ružić; 
x NGOs – 2 (8,33%): the LGBT Rights Organizations; 
x representatives of LGBT population – 1 (4,16%): organizers of the Pride; 
x someone else – 3 (12,5%): hooligans, extremists;  
x object is not mentioned – 1 (4,16%). 
 
 
Chart 5. Blic - object 
  
36,36% 
27,27% 
9,09% 
9,09% 
4,54% 
4,54% 9,09% 
LGBT 
 state bodies 
 LGBT representatives 
 state bodies 
representatives 
 EU institutions 
 state bodies of other 
countries 
 not mentioned 
37,50% 
29,16% 
8,33% 
8,33% 
4,16% 
12,50% 
4,16% LGBT 
 state bodies 
 state bodies 
representatives 
 NGOs 
 LGBT representatives 
 someone else 
 not mentioned 
34   Laura Spariosu /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  163 ( 2014 )  26 – 35 
There are the following objects in Kurir: 
x LGBT population as such – 7 (33,33%); 
x state bodies –  5 (23,81%): Government of Serbia; 
x representatives of state bodies – 5 (23,81%): Prime Minister of Serbia Ivica Dačić, director of the Serbian Police 
Milorad Veljović; 
x representatives of LGBT population – 1 (4,77%): organizers of the Pride; 
x someone else – 1 (4,77%): hooligans; 
x object is not mentioned – 2 (9,52%). 
 
 
Chart 6. Kurir - object 
 
2.9. Value context 
This category reffers to subject`s attitude towards object i.e. in what value context subject puts  the object.  
In Večernje novosti value context is mostly confrontational, negative - 9 times (37,5%) and neutral - also 9 times 
(37,5%); 6 times (25%) value context is positive, affirmative. 
In Blic value context is mostly neutral - 11 times (45,83%), confrontational, negative - 8 times (33,33%), 
positive, affirmative - 5 times (20,83%). 
In Kurir value context is mostly confrontational, negative - 10 times (47,61%), 8 times (38,09%) is neutral and 3 
times (14,28%) is positive, affirmative. 
     
2.10. Headlines 
Headlines in all three newspapers are informative, real and unmetaphorical. Here are some examples: 
Večernje novosti:  
x EU razočarana otkazivanjem Prajda, organizatori traže novi datum [EU dissapointed by decision to ban the 
Pride, organizers are asking for a new date];  
Blic:  
x Vučić i Dačić odobrili Paradu ponosa [Vučić and Dačić allowed the organization of Pride Parade]. 
Kurir:  
x Štefan File: Srbija propustila priliku [Stefan Füle: Serbia missed a chance]. 
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There is only one sensational headline in Kurir: Dačić: Nije normalno biti homoseksualac! [Dačić: it is not 
normal to be homosexual!]. 
3. Conclusions 
Although number of analysed texts about Gay Pride in all three daily newspapers varies – 18 in Večernje novosti, 
24 in Blic, 21 in Kurir and despite the fact that there are three different kind of daily press – nontabloid (Večernje 
novosti), semitabloid (Blic) and tabloid (Kurir), similarities dominate the research results. 
In Večernje novosti and Kurir most texts are long, in Blic most texts are short. In all three daily newspapers, the 
most frequent jorurnalistic genre is report. Aside from report as journalistic genre, there are also news and articles in 
all three newspapers, interviews in Blic and Kurir and a journalistic genre identified only in Kurir – comment. Most 
texts are taken from a news agency; still there are texts signed by author (full name and surname or just initials), 
texts taken from another mass-media and texts without author. In all three newspapers, texts are always followed by 
photo and all three newspapers reported about actual events – Gay Pride in Belgrade. Bearing in mind the fact that 
the focus was on gay parade in Belgrade, naturally the most frequent location is Serbia (Belgrade). About “Pride” 
usually speak EU institutions and representatives of EU institutions, state bodies and representatives of state bodies, 
state bodies of other countries and representatives of state bodies of other countries, political parties and 
representatives of political parties, NGOs and their representatives, representatives of LGBT population, public 
figures. In the role of object there are usually LGBT population, state bodies and representatives of state bodies. 
Attitutde of subject towards object in Večernje novosti is mostly confrontational and neutral; in Blic value context is 
mostly neutral, in Kurir value context is mostly confrontational, negative. Also, as a common feature could be 
identified lack of sensationalism, with headlines that are informative, real and unmetaphorical. 
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